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High-Level Research Training in Strategic Studies
in Colombia: National Doctoral Programs

Introduction

Strategic studies is an interdisciplinary field that covers the theory and practice
of strategy, addressing issues such as national and international security,
military power, and international relations. Conversely, doctoral programs serve
as training environments for high-level researchers, characterized by deepening
topics with maximum theoretical and methodological rigor and contributing to the
advancement of knowledge. In this work, these two fundamental issues intersect:
1) strategic studies (SS), and 2) the training of high-level researchers, who focus on
courses typically covered by SS—particularly the strategic realities of our country
and the region—making their work highly relevant.

Duyvesteyn and Worrall (2017) define SS as an interdisciplinary field that
examines how military power and other coercive tools can be used to achieve
political goals through a dynamic interaction of (at least) two competing wills
(Alvarez Calderdn & Cafdn Lopez, 2020, p. 21). SS is a discipline that has evolved,
primarily focusing on the study of strategy and how wars are planned, executed,
won, or even avoided. In their most well-known form, SS was developed in the
early years of the Cold War. They reflected a realist perspective on international
relations, concerned with issues like national security, military force, nuclear risks,
and deterrence. Later, with the United States' failure in Vietham, the end of the Cold
War, and the rise of terrorism in this century, among other factors, the community
of SS experts began to recognize that a purely realistic and State-centric approach
was insufficient for understanding the complex strategic landscape (Baylis &
Wirtz, 2019; Bueno, 2018). This shift opened the door for SS to include diverse
and emerging perspectives and themes, all aimed at understanding the complex
strategic behavior of stakeholders, now extending beyond just States.
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On the other hand, it is widely recognized by the academic community and
mentioned by various authors (Halse & Mowbray, 2011; Shin et al., 2018; Trucco
& Bressan, 2023; Webb et al., 1997, among others) that doctoral programs are
generally the environments designed for and conducive to training high-level
researchers, with their importance evident in several aspects. First, they enable
academic, research, and professional training, forming the foundation for graduates
to serve as lecturers and researchers in academia, or as researchers in specialized
institutes, as well as advisors in the private and public/government sectors, or to
assume leadershiprolesinvarious organizations. Second,a PhD cultivates essential
skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, advanced research capabilities—
the core of these programs—and both oral and written communication skills. The
community of doctors across various fields also creates a network of experts and
professionals, which over time fosters significant innovations and discoveries that,
incidentally, advance knowledge within their respective disciplines. Lastly, through
their professional, research, and analytical work, doctors contribute to society by
helping to understand and solve complex problems across different fields.

In this context, a series of questions arises that drive this research: What
formal education options (i.e., doctorates) for training high-level researchers in SS
(or similar fields) exist in Colombia? What approaches do these programs take?
What are their curricula like? Which research lines do they develop or prioritize? Are
their curricula and research lines aligned with current debates in SS? Next, we will
attempt to answer these questions.

Method

This exercise begins with the relativistic research paradigm and a qualitative
approach. A content analysis of secondary sources was designed with an
exploratory and descriptive scope. However, the study approach remains qualitative;
for data analysis, mixed techniques were employed: on one hand, a qualitative
content analysis of texts from the websites of higher education institutions (HEIs),
and on the other hand, basic descriptive statistics and counts from numerical
data (quantities and proportions), obtained from the National Higher Education
Information System platform (SNIES, by its Spanish acronym). This platform
contains information on academic programs and HEls, as reported for qualified
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registration. The process is managed by the Subdivision of Higher Education
Quality Assurance through the Support to Higher Education Quality Assurance
platform (SACES, by its Spanish acronym). These platforms and agencies are part
of the Ministry of National Education of Colombia (MEN, by its Spanish acronym).
The details of the sampling process will be provided later to help understand how the
findings were accessed.

Findings and Discussion

National Doctoral Programs Related to Strategic Studies

While SS can draw from various fields of knowledge due to its interdisciplinary
nature, this does not mean that, for the purposes of this work, we can consider all
doctoral programs from these disciplines as references or evidence that high-level
researchers are being trained in SS in our country. In this regard, and introducing
the methodological aspect specifically related to the sampling process, we have
selected those national doctoral programs that belong to areas or disciplines
either directly and unequivocally related to SS or showing a secondary disciplinary
connection, taking as a reference the disciplinary classification of SS proposed by
Baylis and Wirtz (2019) and Bueno (2018).

Overall, this disciplinary classification suggests that SS is a knowledge area
that can be considered part of security studies, which, in turn, falls under the scope
of international relations. This field, in turn, originates from political sciences, and
ultimately, political sciences are situated within social sciences. Therefore, in the
best case, a doctoral program in ‘strategic studies' would be most relevant to our
goal of evaluating the training of top-level researchers in this field. Additionally,
doctoral programs in fields such as social sciences, political sciences, international
relations, or similar areas could also be reviewed to assess whether their nature,
focus, curriculum, or research lines enhance or enable the preparation of doctoral
dissertations related to SS.

To carry out a proper and gradual sampling process, we will proceed as
follows. By August 2024, the SNIES platform showed a total of 29,335 higher
education programs in Colombia, across all levels, modalities, and other criteria. Of
this number, 16,002 are undergraduate, and 13,333 are graduate, which are further
subdivided, as shown in Table 1.
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Table 1. Higher Education Programs in Colombia by Academic Level

i Share
Academic level Number - Number Share
at the level in the total
Undergraduate 16,002 0.545
Technical-professional 2,312 0.144 0.079
Technological 5318 0.332 0.181
University 8,372 0.523 0.285
Graduate 13,333 0.455
Tech_mc_;al—professmnal 65 0.005 0.002
specialization
Technological 572 0043 0.019

specialization
University specialization 8,297 0.622 0.283

Medical-surgical

specialization 105 0.053 0024
Master's 3,203 0.240 0.109
Doctorate 491 0.037 0.017
Total higher education programs 29,335 1

Source: Own elaboration based on SNIES (2024).

Out of the 497 doctoral programs we focused on in this work, 34 are inactive,
leaving 457 active doctoral programs in Colombia. These programs account
for 1.6% of all programs or 3.4% of graduate programs. The 457 active doctoral
programs are categorized within the broad fields (of knowledge) as defined by the
SNIES platform (see Table 2).

Table 2. National Doctoral Programs by Broad Field

Broad field Number Share
Business, Administration, and Law 54 0.118
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, and Veterinary 20 0.044
Arts and Humanities 37 0.081
Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Statistics 83 0.182
Social Sciences, Journalism, and Information 75 0.164
Education 45 0.098
Engineering, Manufacturing, and Construction 83 0.182
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Health and Welfare 50 0.109
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 10 0.022
Total active doctoral programs 457 1

Source: Own elaboration based on SNIES (2024).

Based on Table 2 and considering the points mentioned earlier regarding the
disciplinary landscape of SS, the broad category of "Social Sciences, Journalism,
and Information” (SSJI) was selected to further refine the selection of doctoral
programs in SS or related disciplines. The SNIES platform further divides this
broad category into “narrow fields,” which are then subdivided into “detailed fields"
(Table 3).

Table 3. Doctoral Programs in the Broad Field of Social Sciences, Journalism, and
Information (SSJI)

Narrow field/Detailed field Number Share Number Share
Social and behavioral sciences 63 0.840
Political sciences and civics 5 0.067
flzcslsilﬂzrgjd behavioral sciences not elsewhere 6 0.080
Economics 16 0.213
Psychology 18 0.240
Sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies 18 0.240
Journalism and information 6 0.080
Library, information, and archival studies 1 0.013
Journalism and information not elsewhere classified 1 0.013
Journalism, communication, and reporting 4 0.053
Isr1§3rldiscip|inary programs and certifications related to 6 0.080
Lr;tggjﬁciplinary programs and certifications related 6 0.080
Total doctoral programs in SSJI 75 1 75 1

Source: Own elaboration based on SNIES (2024).

This group of 75 doctoral programs was reviewed in terms of their name,
qualitatively seeking a direct or potential relationship (evident or close) with SS,
which we have been discussing. This review identified a set of 17 programs,
belonging to the detailed fields of political sciences and civics (PSC); social and
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behavioral sciences not elsewhere classified (SCNC); interdisciplinary programs
and certifications related to social sciences, journalism, and information (INTP); and
sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies (SACS), which then make up the final
sample to be examined in detail in this work (Table 4).

Table 4. National Doctoral Programs Having a Direct or Potential Relationship with SS

ggg:z:‘;t:i:ﬁ) Higher Education Institution D‘:.:::Led
Political Sciences Universidad de Los Andes PSC
Human and Social Sciences Universidad Nacional de Colombia SACS
Human and Social Sciences Universidad Nacional de Colombia (Medellin) SACS
Social Sciences Universidad de Antioquia SACS
Social Sciences Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana SACS
Social Sciences Universidad del Norte SACS
Social and Human Sciences Universidad Sergio Arboleda SCNC
Social and Human Sciences Pontificia Universidad Javeriana SACS
Strategic Studies, Security, and Escuela Superior de Guerra "General Rafael

Defense Reyes Prieto" PsC
Peace Studies Universidad del Valle SCNC
Political Studies Universidad Externado de Colombia INTP
Political and International Studies Universidad del Rosario PSC
Political and Legal Studies Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana PSC
:z:g'ﬂosrl]ssmdles and International Universidad Nacional de Colombia PSC
Social Studies Universidad del Rosario SCNC
Social Studies Universidad Externado de Colombia SACS
Social Studies Universidad Distrital Francisco José de Caldas SACS

Source: Own elaboration based on SNIES (2024)

As shown in Table 4, regarding the name, the only program that clearly relates
to SS is the Doctorate in Strategic Studies, Security, and Defense at the Escuela
Superior de Guerra "General Rafael Reyes Prieto” (ESDEG). This does not mean
it is the only program through which themes related to SS can be addressed,;
therefore, 16 other programs were selected. However, these other programs do
not have a direct relationship in their names, so we need to consider whether their
characteristics—such as focus, curricula, or research lines—facilitate, promote, or
at least enable an approach to certain themes connected to SS.
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Having clarified this, we have proposed a classification of doctoral programs
into subgroups or,more accurately, into categories (since two consistof only asingle
program each, so they are not “groups” in the strict sense). The goal is to facilitate
their analysis and identify disciplinary trends. These categories, ordered from least
to most closely related to SS in terms of disciplinary or thematic proximity, include
social and human sciences and social studies (ten programs); political sciences
and political studies (five programs); peace studies (one program); and strategic
studies, security, and defense (one program), with details to be reviewed below.

Doctoral Programs in Social and Human Sciences

and Social Studies

This category includes doctoral programs in Social Sciences at Universidad de
Antioquia, Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana, and Universidad del Norte; Social
and Human Sciences at Universidad Sergio Arboleda and Universidad Javeriana;
Human and Social Sciences at Universidad Nacional Colombia (Bogotd and
Medellin); and Social Studies at Universidad del Rosario, Universidad Externado
de Colombia, and Universidad Distrital Francisco José de Caldas. The programs
are offered by a mix of institutions, including public ones like Universidad Nacional
de Colombia, Universidad de Antioquia, and Universidad Distrital, as well as
private ones such as Universidad Javeriana, Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana,
Universidad Sergio Arboleda, Universidad del Rosario, and Universidad Externado.
These institutions are located in Bogota (7), Medellin (2), and Barranquilla (1).

The Doctorate in Social Sciences at Universidad de Antioquia (2024), a public
departmental institution located in Medellin, emphasizes the importance of social
sciences in building a more humane, fair, and equitable society, as well as their
relevance in the post-conflict context. Curriculum-wise, no specific course can
be identified directly, as courses are categorized by type according to their nature
(general, taught, and complementary seminars), which are selected and adapted
based on students' research interests. The program offers a broad range of
research lines, rooted in the institution's research groups. Among these, notable
lines with varying degrees of affinity to SS include governability, sources of wealth
and territories; institutions, conflicts, and negotiation; memory, armed conflict, and
war; state authority, local power, and conflicts; socio-environmental dynamics and
conflicts; and peacebuilding and armed conflict.

The Doctorate in Social Sciences at Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana (2024), a
private Catholic institution, is offered at its main campus in Medellin. It aims to train
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students in interpreting the Colombian and Latin American individual, culture, and
society, focusing on social and human transformation. The program emphasizes
an ethical foundation rooted in Christian humanism, consistent with the Catholic
origin of the institution. In the curriculum, no course is directly or obviously
connected to SS; however, some indirect relationships can be inferred based on
their usefulness as a foundation for developing specific SS issues. Among the
various research areas offered by the program, some show a degree of affinity
with SS, including rural territorial studies related to cultural studies and violence;
land restitution, illicit crop replacement, and rural production restoration within
the post-conflict framework; culture, power, and society concerning urban and
rural armed violence, security, coexistence policies, peacebuilding, and historical
memory; as well as collective and historical memory related to social and political
violence, armed conflict, peace, and conflict.

The Doctorate in Social Sciences at Universidad del Norte (2024), a private
institution of business origin located in Barranquilla, highlights the importance
of social sciences in today's context of rising poverty and social inequality, new
forms of colonialism, state changes, capitalism, governability, social mobilization,
human rights, and environmental crises, among other issues. It emphasizes the
Latin American and Caribbean context, aligning with the institution's location in
the Colombian Caribbean. Regarding the curriculum, there are no specific courses
directly related to SS. However, this does not diminish its potential usefulness,
especially as a foundation for theoretical training. The program offers research
lines and sublines that focus on its local relevance, with some connections to SS
in areas such as conflict, violence, and memory; public policies; social movements;
natural resource conflicts; and space and power.

The Doctorate in Social and Human Sciences at Universidad Sergio Arboleda
(2024), a private institution in Colombia located in Bogotd, emphasizes its
interdisciplinary and flexible approach in training researchers who address current
societal issues. The curriculum is organized into basic, research, flexible, and
disciplinary components. Among these, courses related to social sciences include
International Relations and International Security and Cooperation. However,
many other courses can also be indirectly useful for training researchers in SS or
serve as a foundation for specific topics. The program allows students to conduct
research in fields such as economics, philosophy and humanities, history, politics,
and international relations. Notably, the latter provides stronger opportunities and
alignment for developing dissertations related to SS topics.
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The Doctorate in Social and Human Sciences at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
(2024), an institution rooted in Catholic-Jesuit tradition, offered at its main campus in
Bogota, aims to contribute to knowledge for understanding and explaining complex
social and human problems. It also focuses on training high-level researchers
who can help develop social and human sciences and strengthen civil society. Its
curriculum does not follow a fixed structure but varies based on the research topic
chosen by each student, within what the program calls "interdisciplinary taught
seminars by problem,” supplemented by common, elective, and research courses.
These are not named specifically but are referred to broadly as seminars, courses,
or electives, reflecting their variability. In the research component, the program
presents some "problems and research nuclei,” based on the lines of 17 research
groups within the institution. Among these, we identify some lines related to SS:
civil society, peacebuilding, and reconciliation; State, public policies, and collective
action; memory policies and armed conflict; and territorial studies. This does not
mean that other lines—quite diverse—cannot be used to approach specific SS
themes; however, they are not as directly related as the ones outlined here.

The Doctorate in Human and Social Sciences at Universidad Nacional de
Colombia (2024a), a public national institution, is offered at its campuses in Bogota
and Medellin. Although the structure of the two programs is identical in terms of
objectives and curriculum, they have some minor differences regarding student
profile, graduate profile, and research lines. The training objectives highlight
the development of highly autonomous researchers in the field, as well as
contributions to knowledge, critical thinking, and ethical conduct, among other
goals. Its curriculum includes major dissertation areas, draft dissertation, research
seminars, exam, and elective courses. However, specific course titles are not
detailed enough to directly relate to SS. Overall, graduates of both programs will be
skilled social researchers capable of conceptual innovation, critical analysis, and
solving contemporary issues. Concerning research lines, four of the five offered
are shared by the programs, with all lines showing some affinity or potential
connection to SS, especially the line focused on history, memory, and power, which
is common to both.

The Doctorate in Social Studies at Universidad del Rosario (2024b), a private
Catholic-Dominican institution located in Bogotd, is designed as a space for
learning and training focused on interdisciplinary research of social problems.
It emphasizes anthropology, sociology, history, and communication, aiming to
contribute through research that offers a complex and diverse view of society.
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The program trains advanced researchers in social sciences who help deepen the
understanding of national and regional issues. Curricularly, beyond courses related
to research and doctoral dissertation work commmon to all these programs and
the foundation seminars—which are usually generically named and designed
around research interests—we can highlight, in the initial phase, the Contemporary
Debates in Social Sciences course. Although it is not directly related to SS, this
course could indirectly serve as a foundation for it. The program offers five lines
of research, including the social studies line of conflict, memory, and peace, which
shows some connection to SS.

The Doctorate in Social Studies at Universidad Externado de Colombia
(2024b), a private institution of liberal secular origin located in Bogotd, aims
to train researchers with a strong theoretical and methodological expertise in
their areas of focus, enabling them to contribute to social understanding in the
modern world. It emphasizes the principles of liberal radicalism and the values
of peace, justice, democracy, tolerance, and respect for diversity, aligning with
the institution's characteristics. It also underscores its transdisciplinary and
versatile approach, essential for addressing complex current issues. Curricularly,
as seen in other programs, it is difficult to identify a priori a specific course directly
related to SS because most are labeled generically based on their nature and
area (such as general seminar, workshop seminar, research seminar, or optional
seminar). Finally, regarding research, the program offers eight major areas, each
consisting of 27 research lines, within which the line of violence, armed conflicts,
and peacebuilding—focused on conflict and social dynamics—can be identified as
related to or potentially connected with SS.

To conclude the review of programs in this category, the Doctorate in Social
Studies at Universidad Distrital Francisco José de Caldas (2024), an autonomous
public district institution in Bogota, aims to train top-level researchers to generate
knowledge in the social field that addresses current issues in Latin America and the
nation. The program'’s focus on critical studies is notable. Its curriculum includes
major areas such as research and context, contemporary problems, and social
thinking, with courses labeled with generalnames like workshop seminar, socialization
seminar, dissertation seminar, and elective seminar, which do not clearly indicate
a direct or indirect connection to SS. The program's research lines are based on
proposals from various fields, including critical studies, post-structuralism, cultural
studies, postfeminist studies, postcolonial studies, complexity, critical hermeneutics,
and critical interculturality. Among these, the line of power, politics, and individuals
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appears to be the most closely related to SS, within the four main research lines
offered by the program.

In summary, as we have observed, most programs reviewed in this category
have a curricular design that emphasizes flexibility and research-oriented training.
Therefore, the names of several courses typically reflect their nature in a general
way (seminar, workshop, seminar-workshop, course, optional, elective, eligible,
etc.). However, we identified some specific courses that could have varying
degrees of alignment with SS, such as Contemporary Debates in Social Sciences,
International Relations, and International Security and Cooperation. Regarding
the research component, due to the nature of the programs and consistent with the
national context, we find that the major focus on memory, violence, armed conflict,
peace, and post-conflict is well-developed and common across most of the
programs reviewed. Other notable areas include territorial, natural resources, and
environmental conflicts, governability, public policies, institutions, the State, power,
security, coexistence, and international relations.

The previous affinities, both curricular and research—especially the latter—can
be supported or intended for numerous authors in the SS fields, who mention these
areas as relevant within this discipline. For example, the significant issues of memory,
violence, armed conflict, peace, and post-conflict can encompass studies on obvious
related topics, such as conflict (Cunningham, 2020; Hidalgo, 2010; Parente, 2008;
Rodrigues, 2015); armed conflict (Collins, 2022; Cunningham, 2020; Lindley-French
& Boyer, 2012; Lopez, 2011); internal conflict (Ayson, 2008; Fernandez & Miron, 2022,
Jordan, 2013); peace, peace processes, causes of war, conditions for peace, culture
of peace, peace studies, war and peace, pacifism (Ayson, 2008; Baylis et al., 2019;
Briones & Jenne, 2017; Bueno, 2018; Collins, 2022; Hidalgo, 2010; Jordan, 2015;
Salgado & Barreiro, 2018; Strachan, 2018). It can also be linked in the Colombian
context with irregular wars, civil war, insurgency, and non-state armed actors (Baylis
et al, 2019, 2021, Boyer, 2012; Bueno, 2018, 2019; Cunningham, 2020; Duyvesteyn
& Worrall, 2017; Hidalgo, 2010; Koliopoulos, 2019; Lindley-French & Jordan, 2013;
Mahnken & Maiolo, 2014; Parejo & Bueno, 2020; Ross & Montaner, 2017; Strachan,
2018); conflicts over natural resources—some of which are strategic in nature (Ayson,
2008; Hidalgo, 2010; Strachan, 2018); environmental conflicts and environmental
security (Ayson, 2008; Collins, 2022; Garcia, 2014; Laborie, 2071; Ross & Montaner,
2017, Soriano, 2021); governability, public policies, and institutions (Ayson, 2008;
Barreiro, 2018; Betts, 1997; Blanken, 2012; Bolafios, 2013; Briones & Jenne, 2017,
Buzan, 1987; Collins, 2022; Hidalgo, 2010; Laborie, 2011; Lindley-French & Boyer,
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2012; McArdle, 2016; Morales, 2014; O'Neill, 2018; Salgado & Strachan, 2018); and
international relations (Ayson, 2008; Bernal, 2011; Buzan, 1987; Cunningham, 2020;
Hidalgo, 2010; McArdle, 2016; Miller, 2010; Rodrigues, 2015; Ross & Montaner,
2017; Strachan, 2018; Vennesson, 2020).

In summary, we have observed that social and human sciences and social studies
programs exhibit a low affinity with SS, since their curricula and research lines provide
specific spaces that can partially or indirectly support the exploration of particular
topics related to SS. This low degree of affinity is not determined by the quantity or
potential of the courses, research lines, or topics. For example, if a student chooses
an SS-related course as a focus for their doctoral research, they can pursue it as long
as it aligns with the available lines of research. However, it is more influenced by the
degree of emphasis, direct or indirect, and the intentions of the programs regarding
SS. In other words, these programs allow exploration of some aspects related to
strategy, security, and defense, but due to curriculum design, program approach,
school or institution, research lines, and the interests of dissertation supervisors—
or a combination of these factors—the development of doctoral dissertations on
specific SS themes is possible but not necessarily prioritized.

Doctoral Programs in Political Sciences and Political Studies
This category includes doctoral programs in Political Sciences at Universidad de
Los Andes, Political Studies at Universidad Externado de Colombia, Political and
International Studies at Universidad del Rosario, Political and Legal Studies at
Pontificia Universidad Bolivariana, and Political Studies and International Relations
at Universidad Nacional de Colombia. It identifies both public institutions, such
as Universidad Nacional, and private institutions, including Universidad de Los
Andes, Universidad Externado, Universidad del Rosario, and Universidad Pontificia
Bolivariana. These institutions are located in the cities of Bogota (4) and Medellin (1).
The Doctorate in Political Science at Universidad de Los Andes (2024), a private
institution of secular and independent origin located in Bogotd, aims to give its
students in-depth knowledge of key areas in political science that enable them to
contribute meaningfully to the discipline's debates in Colombia and Latin America.
It emphasizes issues such as the formation of the State and nation, democracy,
political parties and elections, armed conflict, peacebuilding, and international
relations. Academically, only the foundational courses in political theory have
a distinct name, while the others are labeled with a general designation (major
area elective, exam, research seminars, etc.). However, within the foundational

108



High-Level Research Training in Strategic Studies
in Colombia: National Doctoral Programs

courses, those called "political theory, comparative politics, Colombian politics, or
international relations” show a certain degree of relevance or potential contribution
to SS, especially in their international relations component or option. In the
research area, four main fields are offered, with notable connections to SS in
Colombian politics and comparative politics, as they address topics close to SS
from a political perspective, and particularly in the area of international relations,
given its natural link to SS. Additionally, some lines of focus within the program,
such as international security and war and conflict, also relate to SS.

The Doctorate in Political Studies at Universidad Externado de Colombia
(2024a) promotes an interdisciplinary approach to politics and knowledge
creation through research. It aims to train high-level researchers who can
actively and positively influence society, participate in extensive national debates,
and engage in high-level decision-making processes. In its curriculum, certain
courses are particularly relevant to SS, such as Fundamentals of Political Science,
Political Dimension of International Relations, State, Power and Public Policies,
International Policy, Continuities and Changes in the Twenty-First Century, and
State and Government. Concerning the research component, two main areas
closely related to SS are identified: Political Science and International Relations.
The program is affiliated with several academic units, including the Center for
Research and Special Projects (CIPE, by its Spanish acronym) of the School of
Finance, Government, and International Relations, which has three observatories
and covers SS-related topics such as international systems and public policies;
the Center for Studies in History; and the doctoral programs in law, social studies,
and business administration offered by the same institution, along with various
national and international agreements.

The Doctorate in Political and International Studies at Universidad del Rosario
(2024A) provides interdisciplinary training for analyzing and solving public and
political issues in local, national, and international contexts. The program aims
for its graduates to have conceptual and methodological tools to diagnose,
explain, interpret, and recommend solutions to political problems in a globalized
world. Regarding the curriculum, we see an alignment with SS in the International
and Global Issues course. However, several other courses are called seminars and
electives, similar to most programs we are reviewing, making it hard to determine
their content. In the research area, the program does not specify lines directly but
manages this through the School of International, Political, and Urban Studies,
which offers the program. In this regard, five major research lines are available,
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with security, conflict, and peace being the most relevant and applicable to
SS. Within this line, there are some seedbeds working on topics related to SS, such
as organized crime, Colombian foreign policy, and especially, defense, security,
conflict, and peace. It also hosts the Colombian Observatory of Organized Crime.

The Doctorate in Political and Legal Studies at Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana
(2024b), offered at the main campus in Medellin, states that its graduates will
develop argumentative skills and practical abilities to understand, interpret, and
transform local, national, and global political-legal realities. The program is based on
the law-politics relationship as the conceptual pivot of its approach and emphasizes
its commitment to peacebuilding, the defense of human rights, and democratic
values. Regarding the curriculum, we identified a certain degree of alignment
with SS in Government, Territory, and Security, and Foreign Policy courses. Like
most of the reviewed programs, it has a large number of courses referred to in a
general way, making it difficult to discern their specific content, and often favoring
relevance and flexibility in the research topics chosen by students, such as elective
and optional courses. Within the political studies research group, the lines of
focus include international relations, government, territory, and security. Within
the law research group, the lines include conflict, process, and justice, as well as
international relations, international law, and human rights.

This category is finally formed by the Doctorate in Political Studies and
International Relations at Universidad Nacional de Colombia (2024b), with its
main campus in Bogota. This program aims to train high-level scholars who make
original disciplinary and interdisciplinary contributions to reflecting on political,
social, and cultural processes, especially in Colombia and Latin America. It also
seeks to strengthen teaching, graduate research, and to innovatively address
social and political problems in the region. Graduates of the program will be able to
make significant contributions to the discipline, explore new interdisciplinary fields,
incorporate comparative perspectives with political science in other contexts from
along-term view, and generate new knowledge (Universidad Nacional de Colombia,
2024b). Interms of curriculum, the program includes major dissertation areas, draft
dissertations, research seminars, qualifying exams, and eligible courses; hence,
specific course names related to SS are not detailed. Concerning research lines,
the program offers three, two of which have some affinity with SS: international
studies and State and political institutions.

To summarize, as observed, and similar to the previous category, many
programs—if not all—feature a curricular design that incorporates a research
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approach. This design allows for flexible structuring, with several courses grouped
by type and given general labels, such as optional, elective, and seminar. Despite
this, specific courses demonstrate some degree of alignment with SS, including
Political Theory, Comparative Politics, Colombian Politics, International Relations,
Fundamentals of Political Science, Political Dimension of International Relations, State,
Power and Public Policies, International Policy, Continuities and Changes in the
Twenty-First Century, State and Government, International and Global Affairs,
Government, Territory and Security, and Foreign Policy. Regarding research, due
to the nature of the programs, political science issues are predominant. However,
Colombian politics, comparative policy, international relations, international
systems, public policies, organized crime, Colombian foreign policy, defense,
security, conflict and peace, government, territory and security, conflict, process
and justice, international law and human rights, international studies, and State and
political institutions also stand out.

The previous courses and lines of research that showed us some affinity with
SS can be related to contributions from various authors in the SS field, who refer
to these issues as important within this field of study. Thus, for example, the great
theme of political science in relation to SS is addressed by authors such as Buzan
(1987), Betts (1997), Ayson (2008), Hidalgo (2010), Laborie (2011), Blanken (2012),
Lindley-French and Boyer (2012), Bolafios (2013), Morales (2014), McArdle (2016),
Briones and Jenne (2017), Salgado and Barreiro (2018), Strachan (2018), and
Collins (2022). The same goes for lines or issues such as international relations
and systems (Ayson, 2008; Bernal, 2011; Buzan, 1987; Cunningham, 2020,
Hidalgo, 2010; McArdle, 2016; Miller, 2010; Rodrigues, 2015; Ross & Montaner,
2017; Strachan, 2018; Vennesson, 2020), State and political institutions (Ayson,
2008; Betts, 1997; Blanken, 2012; Bolafios, 2013; Briones & Jenne, 2017; Buzan,
1987; Collins, 2022; Hidalgo, 2010; Laborie, 2011; Lindley-French & Boyer, 2012;
Morales, 2014; McArdle, 2016; O'Neill, 2018; Salgado & Barreiro, 2018; Strachan,
2018), organized crime (Collins, 2022; Fernandez & Miron, 2022; Laborie, 2017,
Marrero, 2011; Soriano, 2021), security and defense (Baylis et al., 2019, 2021;
Bueno, 2018, 2019; Buzan, 1987; Conde, 2011; Franco, 1998; Hidalgo, 2010;
Lindley-French & Boyer, 2012; Jordan, 2013; Parejo & Bueno, 2020; Parente, 2008;
Rivas, 2014), conflict and peace (Ayson, 2008; Baylis et al., 2019; Briones & Jenne,
2017; Bueno, 2018; Collins, 2022; Cunningham, 2020; Fernandez & Miron, 2022;
Hidalgo, 2010; Lindley-French & Boyer, 2012; Jordan, 2013, 2015; Lopez, 2011,
Parente, 2008; Rodrigues; Rodrigues, 2015; Salgado & Barreiro, 2018; Strachan,
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2018), and international law and human rights (Baylis et al.,, 2019; Blanken, 2012;
Bolafos, 2013; Collins, 2022; Gonzalez, 2018; Hidalgo, 2010; Jordan, 2013; Salgado
& Barreiro, 2018).

In sum, and to close this section, we have managed to observe that the
programs of political science and political studies present what we can catalog as
a medium affinity with SS, since their curricular and research structures promote
specific spaces that, partially or indirectly, facilitate or give room to addressing
some issues related to SS. This degree of medium affinity is not established due
to the amount or potential that the courses and lines of research show in front
of SS, since, if a student defined an SS topic for his doctoral thesis project, he
may develop it (provided that he accommodates himself in the program lines); We
propose it based on the greater or lesser approach, and intention of the doctoral
programs in front of SS. That is, we see that the reviewed programs allow for the
incorporation of some typical issues of strategy, security and defense; But due
to its curricular structure, its approach or its faculty or institutional features, in
addition to the research lines and the issues of interest of the thesis directors, or
a mixture of these variables, there is the possibility, even if it is not necessarily
sought, the development of doctoral research work, focused on some issues of SS.

Doctoral Program in Peace Studies

The Doctorate in Peace Studies at Universidad del Valle (2024), a public institution
with its main campus in Cali, features a specific designation that sets it apart
from similar programs. Because of this, we have identified it as the only program
of its kind for this exercise. The program offers interdisciplinary training aimed
at analyzing social processes that promote opening alternatives for peace,
transforming conflicts, fostering reconciliation, and preventing the recurrence of
violence or conflict. It is offered through a partnership between Universidad del
Valle and Universidad Javeriana in Cali. Graduates of the program will master
epistemological and methodological concepts related to research, transformation,
and training processes associated with peace and conflict. Its curriculum includes
theoretical seminars in Peace Studies (I and Il) and a Comparative Peace Studies
Seminar, which are potentially valuable courses within the scope of SS, especially
on topics related to peace and conflicts. Regarding research lines, the areas of
epistemology, theories and methodologies for peace; peacebuilding methods
and peaceful conflict transformation; and governance for peace provide thematic
spaces for SS development, especially concerning peace and conflict issues
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such as conflict transformation and imperfect peace; peace negotiations and
processes; reconstruction and post-conflict; memory, truth, and justice; and State,
government, and governance for peace.

What we have examined in both the curricular and research components
clearly shows the program'’s strong focus on peace and conflict issues, which are
among the many areas of interest of SS, as we have identified. Authors such as
Ayson (2008), Baylis et al. (2019), Briones and Jenne (2017), Bueno (2018), Collins
(2022), Hidalgo (2010), Jordan (2015), Salgado and Barreiro (2018), and Strachan
(2018) highlight the importance of peace-related topics (peace processes, causes
of war and conditions for peace, culture of peace, peace studies; war and peace,
pacifism). Meanwhile, some of these and other researchers (Ayson, 2008; Collins,
2022; Cunningham, 2020; Fernandez & Miron, 2022; Garcia, 2014; Hidalgo, 2010;
Jordan, 2013; Laborie, 2011; Lindley-French & Boyer, 2012; Lopez, 2011, Parente,
2008; Rodrigues, 2015; Ross & Montaner, 2017; Soriano, 2021; Strachan, 2018)
explore conflict and its various aspects and related themes (armed conflict, internal
conflict, ethnic conflict, etc.) within the broader scope of SS.

Based on the above, we can suggest that the Doctoral Program in Peace
Studies examined here has a moderate connection with SS, since its curricular
and research components create spaces that, beyond its clear focus on peace and
conflict issues, can somewhat include the approach to these same issues within
the framework of SS if its interdisciplinary nature is understood, as we emphasize.
Again, this moderate connection is not determined by the number or potential of
courses and research lines related to SS. Instead, if a student chooses to develop a
research topic related to peace and conflict and, within it, makes an approach that
contributes to SS, they will indeed have this opportunity.

Doctoral Program in Strategic Studies, Security, and Defense

To complete this review, we will examine the Doctorate in Strategic Studies,
Security, and Defense at Escuela Superior de Guerra "General Rafael Reyes Prieto"
(ESDEG) (2024), a public military institution located in Bogotd. This program has
a curriculum and research structure most directly related to SS among those we
have reviewed, which aligns with the program's name and the nature of ESDEG,
its supporting institution. The program aims to train researchers, analysts, and
advisors at the strategic level in the Security and Defense sector who possess a
strong theoretical, conceptual, and methodological foundation to conduct research
in SS, guide decision-making, and implement public policies. It emphasizes
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developing the research and analytical skills of its graduates, who, through critical
and proactive thinking, will help strengthen democracy, support decision-making,
protect human rights, and promote transparency in actions.

Regarding its curriculum, we can see that the entire program is designed to
address the relationship with SS directly and thoroughly, with courses such as:
Theory of War and Armed Conflicts; Strategic Leadership and Prospective Analysis;
Military and Strategic Studies; Strategic Culture, Security, and Defense (national,
regional, and multidimensional) Seminars; Problems in Strategy, Security, and
Defense; Grand Strategy and Public Policy; various electives related to SS (Violence
and Drug Trafficking in Colombia; Anthropology of Violence and Conflicts; Security
Companies; Civil-Military Relations, among others), plus the entire set of research
courses focused on SS. For the research component, the following lines are
offered: policies and models in security and defense; strategy, geopolitics, and
hemispheric security; nature of war, terrorism, and new threats; military education,
leadership, and doctrine; scientific, technological, and environmental development;
logistics and military administration; historical memory, institutional memory,
human rights, international humanitarian law, and justice; futurology of the military
forces; digital security; strategic intelligence; lessons learned from the Korean War;
and environmental protection (ESDEG, 2024).

These lines are backed by collaborative efforts with the institution’s research
centers and groups.

This curricular and research structure clearly demonstrates the program's
direct approach to SS, covering a wide range of issues. In addition to those reviewed
in other consulted programs, it includes a set of topics that, to summarize, are
based on Acevedo's (2023) proposal. This proposal compiles strategic themes of
importance for our country. We believe this group of issues belongs within the scope
of this doctoral program. The main topics are: organized transnational crime; policy
and government issues related to strategy; economic issues regarding strategy;
international affairs; defense and security and defense policy; armed forces;
security and security approaches (traditional and emerging); strategy and strategic
thinking; geography, territory, and migration related to strategy; non-state armed
actors; environmental issues related to strategy; society and strategic culture; law
and peace, strategic resources; threats, risks, and crises; intelligence and strategic
intelligence; international alliances and cooperation; cybersecurity and cyber
defense; terrorism; new issues and approaches in security and defense; nature
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of war; technology and war; military strategy; strategic studies; and deterrence,
coercive diplomacy, and domination (Acevedo, 2023).

To conclude, we observed that the Doctorate in Strategic Studies, Security,
and Defense, which is unigue in its field, shows a strong connection with SS, as
demonstrated by its clear coherence and straightforward approach rooted in the
military and sectoral nature of security and defense at ESDEG—the institution
offering it—and reflected in the program's name, curriculum structure, and research
framework. Therefore, the program is specifically and intentionally designed
to meet advanced research training needs in SS issues, including key strategic,
security, and defense topics, based on our review and understanding.

Conclusion

There is a high concentration of doctoral programs we have reviewed in the main
capital cities of the country—Bogota, Medellin, Cali, and Barranquilla—across
both public and private sectors. This is evident in the fields and themes we have
discussed, such as Social and Human Sciences, Social Studies, Political Science,
Political Studies, International Relations, Peace Studies, and Strategic Studies,
Security, and Defense.

The participation of well-known HEIs at both the national and international
levels in offering these programs is also evident. Public universities such as
Universidad Nacional de Colombia or Universidad de Antioquia, along with private
institutions like Universidad de Los Andes, Universidad Javeriana, Universidad
Externado, and Universidad del Norte, have been featured in international quality
rankings for several years.

We have also observed that the level of affinity of the reviewed programs, in
terms of curriculum and research, with SS aligns with the disciplinary landscape
of SS proposed by Bueno (2018) and Baylis and Wirtz (2019). This is clear in how
issues transition from social sciences to political sciences, then to international
relations, and finally to security, military, and strategic studies. Similarly, a specific
doctoral program focused on any of these areas will naturally have a higher or
lower level of affinity with SS.

Now, as a summary, Tables 5 and 6 show the main curricular and research
connections with SS found in the national doctoral programs we reviewed.
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Table 5. Curricular Connections of National Doctoral Programs with SS

Category

Connection

Courses connected with SS

Social and
Human Sciences
and Social Studies

Low

Most programs have a curriculum designed for flexibility,
reflecting training related to doctoral research. Therefore,
many course names are usually generic (seminar, workshop,
course, etc.). However, some courses strongly relate to
SS, such as Contemporary Debates in Social Sciences,
International Relations, and International Security and
Cooperation.

Political Sciences
and Political Studies

Medium

Political Theory, Comparative Politics, Colombian Palitics,
International Relations, Fundamentals of Political Science,
Political Dimension of International Relations, State, Power
and Public Policies, International Policy, Continuities and
Changes in the Twenty-First Century, State and Government,
International and Global Affairs, Government, Territory and
Security, and Foreign Policy.

Peace Studies

Medium

Theoretical seminars in Peace Studies (I and 1), Comparative
Peace Studies Seminar.

Strategic Studies,
Security
and Defense

High

Theory of War and Armed Conflicts; Strategic Leadership
and Prospective Analysis; Military and Strategic Studies;
Strategic Culture, Security, and Defense Seminars; Problems
in Strategy, Security, and Defense; Grand Strategy and Public
Policy; various electives and courses related to SS.

Source: Own elaboration

Table 6. Research Connections of National Doctoral Programs with SS

Category

Connection

Areas, lines, or sublines connected with SS

Social and
Human Sciences
and Social Studies

Low

Due to the nature of the programs, and in coherence with
the national reality, we find that the great area of memory,
violence, armed conflict, peace, and post-conflict is very
developed and is common to most of the programs reviewed.
Other outstanding areas identified are territorial, natural
resources, and environmental conflicts, governability, public
policies, institutions, State, power, security and coexistence,
and international relations.

Political Sciences
and Political Studies

Medium

Political science; Colombian politics; comparative politics;
international relations; international systems; public policies;
organized crime; Colombian foreign policy; defense, security,
conflict, and peace; government, territory, and security; con-
flict, process, and justice; international law and human rights;
international studies; State and political institutions.

Peace Studies

Medium

Transformation of conflicts and imperfect peace; peace
negotiations and processes; reconstruction and post-
conflict; memory, truth, and justice; State, government, and
governance for peace, among others.
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Strategic Studies, High Policies and models in security and defense; strategy,
Security geopolitics and hemispheric security; nature of war,
and Defense terrorism and new threats; military education, leadership

and doctrine; scientific, technological and environmental
development; logistics and military administration;
historical memory, institutional memory, human rights, IHL,
and justice; futurology of military forces; digital security;
strategic intelligence; lessons learned from the Korean War,;
environmental protection.

Source: own elaboration

Finally, it is important to clarify that, although this work takes place at ESDEG—
the institution offering the doctoral program that we find most aligned with SS—the
purpose of this document is not to confirm the obvious but rather to propose an
open and reflective academic exercise that encourages us to broadly question the
landscape of national high-level researcher training, especially regarding strategy,
security, and defense issues. Our goal is to promote and expand the development
of these relevant and important topics for our national strategic reality, in such
a way that the academic community interested in them grows and facilitates
exchange and enrichment through contributions from various institutions,
schools, perspectives, approaches, and, of course, researchers, and not only from
military institutions, which have traditionally and primarily focused on these issues
compared to other institutions.
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